bother with laying out standards.
A Nation at Risk could have a very negative effect on art education, not because the report purposely maligns art, but because it reinforces a very low priority for art education. This, coupled with the increased requirements for the New Basics, will mean that many talented students will not have time for art classes or will be advised away from them because they are not perceived to be as important as the New Basics.
In Horace's Compromise, Theodore Sizer takes us into the world of high school students and teachers. He not only makes statements about education, he helps us experience the worst and the best our high schools have to offer. Sizer does not mention art education specifically. He does, however, make some statements that could be used as arguments favoring art education. To a list of skills to acquire, quoted from The Paideia Proposal, Sizer adds "seeing," noting that "The visual, especially in our day, is as important as the linguistic, mathematical, and scientifc skills" (p. 99). This statement could be viewed as support for including the visual arts in education as a means of developing one aspect of students' abilities to see and evaluate what they see. In another statement, Si zer advocates a development of intuitive thinking and imagination. Sizer feels students need opportunities to be involved in trial-and-error problem solving that allows them to follow misdirected paths and learn to redirect their thinking. If models of qualitative problem solving are used, the making of art is especially useful in developing this type of thinking.
Although arguments for art eduction can be drawn from Si zer's statements, only an art educator or those supportive of art education probably would think of doing it. Sizer's book alone will not convince people of the importance of studying art. Sizer is, however, a member of the group that supports The Paideia Proposal. This proposal offers a much stronger support for the arts in public schools Working Papers in Art Education 1987 Marilyn Zurmuehlen Working Papers in Art Education, Vol. 6 [1987], Art. 7 than A Nation at Risk or Horace's Compromise.
®
The Paideia Proposal, by Mortimer Adler, outlines a phi losophi cally complete and consistent approach to education. Adler is a proponent of an education that is both liberal and general; that is, an education that is unspecialized and is the same for all. The proposal espouses three goals: acquisition of organized knowledge, development of intellectual skills or skills of learning, and enlarged understanding of ideas and values. The study of art is seen as one means to achieve these goals. products of human artistry include individual music compositions, works of visual arts, plays, and productions in dance, film, or television. Emphasis is on individual works. This is an important point. The purpose of this learning is not to give an historical overview in any area of the arts, but to develop students' understanding and aesthetic appreciation. The method of teaching to be used is Socratic questioning. The group of students is to be small and active participation is crucial. By discussing individual items in depth students can learn to examine and understand ideas and values more clearly. They can learn to evaluate these ideas and values and to make personal decisions regarding them.
Adler's aim is to help students raise their minds from a state of "understanding or appreciating less to a state of understanding or appreciating more" (p. 30). To Adler, however, the making of art is not important in itself but as lithe most direct means of developing art appreciation" (p. 30).
What would art education look like under The Paideia Plan?
First, an important goal would be sharpening students' aesthetic appreciation abilities. The art program would be integrative in nature, focusing on all the arts, not just the visual arts or music.
Individual works of art would be examined and evaluated. The aim would be for depth of understanding rather than breadth of knowledge.
Students would be involved in art production activities such as Marilyn Zurmuehlen Working Papers in Art Education, Vol. 6 [1987] , Art. 7 of aesthetic appreciation should be the main goal of art education and that studio activities should serve as one means to that end has been suggested by Broudy (1976) . Broudy has said that the skills of lIimpressionli (aesthetic perception) should be developed to approximate those of the artist. The skills of lIexpressionli (art making), however, should be taught in courses designed for non-artists.
Technical standards would have to be relaxed to allow an individual to decide how much technique he or she wished to develop (p. 21). Marilyn Zurmuehlen Working Papers in Art Education, Vol. 6 [1987] Maieutic or Socratic questioning is needed to help students discuss aesthetic theories and ideas and values of the past and in critiquing both their own art products and exemplary work of the past and present.
What will have the greatest effect on art education today? The Paideia Proposal is the only one of the three reports considered that makes a definite statement about art education. If adopted the arts will become a vital part of the public school curriculum, however, study of the visual arts as a discipline will be reserved for those who seek a career in the field and go on for higher education. In his Institute has an added edge over the Paideia group in that it has strong financial support to offer to encourage the development of programs that are sympathetic with the DB A E philosophy.
Unfortunately, for those who are not won over by the Paideia philosophy and who never heard of the Getty Institute, the proposal set forth in A Nation at Risk will have the greatest influence.
Giving more time and emphasis to the New Basics means taking it away from less valued subjects, such as art. Giving more time and emphasis to the New Basics is the easiest, most obvious, and most politically safe thing to do. In this case, excellence in education will not mean Working Papers in Art Education 1987 excellence in art education.
